Arguments For and Against Confederation
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Pro Confederation 
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Con Confederation

	Argument: 
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A strong central government is needed.
	Positive:  

Same taxes for all, better protection, a more united front dealing with other countries


Negative: 

Loss of local control.
	Argument: 
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Britain already took care of taxation, defence, and external relations
	Positive:  

It would be a lot easier to let things remain as is.


Negative: 

Remain under British.
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Argument: Opportunity to create one of the largest countries on earth.
	Positive: 

Canada would gain prestige.


Negative: 

Size not always positive
	Argument: 
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French Canadians wary of becoming a minority.
	Positive: 

Could maintain culture and language.


Negative: 

Could lose culture and language.

	Argument: 
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A new economic policy and closer ties to the US would end the economic depression
	Positive:  

Chance for the economy to boom.


Negative: 

Might be dominated by US
	[image: image9.jpg]2 TS



[image: image10.wmf]Argument:  Economic problems would get worse, not better.
	Positive:  

Central government would take away tax revenues.


Negative:  

Central government would create economic opportunities.

	Argument:  Confederation the next logical step in responsible government.
	Positive: 

Part of a natural process


Negative: 

Provinces better off remaining separate.


	Argument: 

Close ties with Britain would be lost.
	Positive: 

Lose feeling of being British.


Negative: 

Could be maintained through trade.
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