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Social Studies 10
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms
Focus Questions:
· How does the Charter protect human rights in Canada?

Reference: 
Counterpoints (2010), p. 330-337
Notes on Charter of Rights and Freedoms (see handout)

1. Explain why (or why not) Section 1 (‘reasonable limits’) of the Charter is necessary. Example?

2. Another limit to the Charter is the ‘notwithstanding clause.’ Explain.

3. List the fundamental rights and freedoms defined in the Charter. What is the most important to you – explain your rationale?
4. Explain what ‘affirmative action’ is and what its purpose is. Do you believe affirmative action programs have a place in Canadian society? Explain.

5. Would you agree with the majority or minority view of the Supreme Court for the search described on p. 334 (‘Fast Forward’)? Explain your answer.

6. How has the Charter changed the role of the Supreme Court in the lives of Canadians? What problems are associated with the role of the Supreme Court and their interpretation of the Charter?

