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Hidden Evidence – Chapter Three
A Question of Identity (pg. 46-53)

1. What types of things can be identified by studying a skeleton? ______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When was the first known text published on how to determine how a person died?  What information did it contain? _________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. When did forensic medicine emerge as a course of study in Europe?  When was the first Professor of Medical Jurisprudence appointed in the USA? ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. During an autopsy, what abnormalities does a pathologist look for? (hint: look under the heading “Telltale Clues”) _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What types of information can be determined by examining a victim’s blood? _______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How might the occupation or social status of a victim be determined? ________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Explain, in detail, how different environments or body types affect the condition of a dead body? Note: you are looking for SEVEN different variables.
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vi. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vii. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Which parts of the human skeleton are used to determine its sex?  Its age? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
9.  How can ethnic differences be determined from examining skeletal structure? _______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. How are dental records used bye forensic scientists? _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What is the biggest problem associated with facial reconstructions? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Case Study: Buck Ruxton
12. How were investigators able to determine a timeline for when the bodies had been dumped?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. How did Buck Ruxton attempt to prevent investigators from identifying the bodies of his victims?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Case Study: John George Haigh

14. What did investigators find in Haigh’s “layer of sludge” that allowed them to identify the body of Mrs. Durand-Deacon?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
