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Hidden Evidence – Chapter Four
Weapons of the Criminal – Pure Poison (pg. 64-81)


1. What is the profession of many of the murderers who use poison?  Why these professions?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How often is poison used in murders in developed parts of the world such as Canada?
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. List TWO poisonous situations, other than murder, where forensic evidence is needed to establish cause of death:
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What are FOUR common poisons found in many houses that could be used for their poisonous effects? 
i. ______________________________________________________________________
ii. ______________________________________________________________________
iii. ______________________________________________________________________
iv. ______________________________________________________________________
5. What are the physical signs of carbon monoxide poisoning? _______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe how forensic examiners can determine if a victim died in a fire or if their body was dumped there to destroy evidence? ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




7. Complete the following chart with information regarding the poisons of choice for the common murder.

	Name of Poison
	Where Poison is Derived
	How Poison Causes Death

	Poison Hemlock
	


	

	Aconitine
	


	

	Atropine
	


	

	Strychine
	


	




	Name of Poison
	How Poison Causes Death

	Thallium
	



	Antimony
	



	Arsenic
	



	Cyanide
	




8. List the FOUR drugs that form the opium family and indicate what, if any, legal use they may have: 
i. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Name and describe TWO depressants, stimulants, and hallucinogenic drugs:
a. Depressant: ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
b. Depressant: ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
c. Stimulant: _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
d. Stimulant: _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
e. Hallucinogenic: _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
f. Hallucinogenic: _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
10. List and describe FOUR different methods that are used to indicate if a victim has been poisoned or not:
i. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Case Study: Aunt Thally

11. What were the common symptoms shared by many of Caroline Grills’ victims?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. In 1948, how did forensic investigators test for thallium in a liquid?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Case Study: Dr. Hawley Crippen

13. How did investigators identify the body of Mrs. Crippen? _________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
14. Why was Dr. Crippen immediately recognized as a prime suspect in the murder of his wife?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Why is the conviction of Mr. Crippen in question? ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Case Study: Arthur Warren Waite

16. How did Dr. Waite kill his mother-in-law? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
17. How was Waite convicted in the death of his father-in-law? _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________









