Criminology 12											Mr. Wallace
Hidden Evidence – Chapter Five 
Knives and Blunt Instruments (80-97)

1. Describe the types of crimes “crude weapons” may be used for as opposed to firearms: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why are so many blunt instrument injuries delivered to the head area? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What clues can be gained from examining these injuries? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How does bruising occur?  Why might it be important to know the “patterns of bruising”? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how white-cell counts can give investigators valuable information. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe the changes that bruises goes through that helps determine time of injuries. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What can some non-fatal knife wounds tell a forensic investigator? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Describe the difference between incise wounds and stab wounds: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



9. When using a knife as a weapon, why is an upward blow usually more fatal than a downward blow? __________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What information can be revealed from studying a stab wound? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What might a victim’s throat being slashed tell investigators? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. In point form, describe the clues that might allow investigators to determine if they were investigating a homicide or a suicide.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







13. What were the THREE clues investigators came up with to determine that the case in England was a murder disguised as a suicide?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Case Study: Jeffrey MacDonald
14. In point form, describe the forensic evidence use to convict Jeffrey MacDonald of murdering his wife and two young daughters in 1979. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


