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Hidden Evidence – Chapter Seven
Drowning and Burning (100-109)

1. From a medical point of view, how is drowning similar to asphyxia or suffocation? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How could the fact that the victim was heavily intoxicated have a bearing on the drowning process?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What evidence might exist that suggests a struggle occurred to avoid drowning? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How can water that is fast moving, like river rapids, or where waves break on the rocks, make investigation difficult? _____________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. List the evidence that can be produced during the autopsy of a drowning victim? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What is “reflex cardiac arrest” and how can it be caused in a drowning type incident?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What is “vagal inhibition”?  What is “Hypothermia”? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why is time of drowning calculated differently than a body found on land?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What might cause a victims body to float to the surface days after drowning?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Describe two methods used to determine where a victim might have drowned.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11.  In point form, list and describe the six degrees of burn injuries:
i. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vi. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12 What are the signs indicating the victim died of smoke suffocation or carbon monoxide poisoning?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


