Countdown to WWI: 
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1. 
Archduke Ferdinand (Austria-Hungarian heir) is assassinated by the Black Hand while visiting Bosnia.

2. 
Blank Cheque:  

· Germany tells Austria-Hungary to deal with the situation using whatever means are necessary.

· Germany assumes Britain will remain neutral

3. 
Austria-Hungary prepares for war

4.
 Ultimatum:  Austria tells Serbia to hand over its terrorists (i.e. Black Hand)

5. 
Serbia’s Reply:  Accepts most conditions, but sought ‘clarification.’  

· Austria sees this reply as a rejection

· Austria uses this “rejection” as an excuse to declare war on Serbia

6. 
Russia tells Serbia to fight back using whatever means are necessary

· Russia thinks that Germany might be trying to take over Balkans

· Russia also mobilizes to strike at Germany

7.
Germany declares War on Russia 

· This draws France into the battle.

8.
Germany declares War on France!

9. 
Schlieffen Plan -  Germany’s plan to:
· prevent a two front War

· attack France through Belgium.  Defeat the French and then move east to attack; the Russians who would be slow (6 weeks) to respond to the attack on France.

· Belgium’s neutrality was protected by Britain.  

10.
Plan backfired - Britain declares war on Germany because they entered neutral Belgium Belgium and Britain retained a ‘secret treaty;’ hence their declaration of war against Germany 

WORLD WAR I (“The Great War”) Begins.

