Unit Two:  Exercise Twenty Four  : Evidence Question

ANSWER KEY


 The Rise of Hitler 

The following is a marking guide. To receive full marks students do not necessarily need to address all the points presented in this key, and they may address other valid arguments that are not included below. 

1. Explain why Document 4 is a primary source.

· It is from one of Hitler’s own works that would become the basis of the Nazi program.

2. Assess the reliability of Document 1.

· Bias: Coming from the Nazis, with their bias against Jews and Communists, this is highly unreliable as evidence for the social, political, or economic conditions in Germany or anywhere else in the world.

· As a published leaflet of the Nazi agenda, it is a reliable source of evidence of Nazi efforts to gain support by fear-mongering, as well as of their racist, anti-communist agenda. 

3. How does Document 3 corroborate Document 2 ?

· The determination expressed in Document 3 to reclaim the land that was lost to Germany after the war corroborates the determination of the Nazis, expressed in Document 2, to unify all German-speaking peoples and to abolish the Treaty of Versailles, which was the instrument that officially took these lands from Germany.

4. How might one use the information in Document 6 to explain the data in Document 8?

· Document 6 shows the rising unemployment in Germany during the late 1920's and early 1930's. Document 8 shows the Nazis' growing popularity during this same period. The Nazis had promised to help the unemployed, and one could say that as more people lost their jobs this promise became increasingly attractive and helped convince people to vote for the Nazis.

•
As unemployment increased, so did the popularity of the communists. This, in turn, drove many into the Nazi camp because a fear of communism and the Nazis' fierce anti-communist platform.

5. How do Emil Kirdorf's comments in Document 5 about Hitler's personality help explain Hitler's immense support of the German population?

· Kordorf portrays Hitler as extremely charismatic and persuasive. As Hitler attempted to address the problems in German society, people would have been swayed not only by the content of Hitler's promises but also the compelling manner in which he spoke about them.

6. Using the documents provided and any other historical evidence, explain how Hitler was able to gain immense popular support in his rise to power.
· The Nazi Party platform promised to address problems facing German society:


* Discontent with the Weimar Republic's general ineffectiveness:

- Hitler promised a strong government that would have the power to effect change.



* Discontent with the Treaty of Versailles:

- The Nazi program outlined in Document 2 calls for the treaty's abolition.

- The treaty had banned various German-speaking populations from uniting with Germany (Austria, the Polish Corridor). The discontent this caused Germany is evidenced in  Document 3; the Nazis' promise to unite these people is stated in Document 2; the concept of Lebensraum promised the Germans a power and strong sense of identity in Europe that the Treaty of Versailles had quashed.



* Economic problems caused by the Depression:

- Germany experienced increasing and extreme unemployment during the late 1920's and early 1930's - shown in Document 6; the Nazis promised to create jobs and fair wages - shown in Document 2.



* The communist threat

- As Germany's economic problems mounted, many people also turned to the communists. The wealthier businessmen and industrialists as well as the middle classes were obviously threatened by this, and they came to give their support to Hitler because of his extreme anti-communism. The Nazis' stance against the communists is clearly stated in Document 1.  

· Hitler's charisma convinced people to support him and his party:

* Hitler had exceptional oratory skills and powers of persuasion. The almost hypnotic nature of his persona is evidenced in Document 5. As Germans became increasingly desperate for change after the Treaty of Versailles and during the Depression, and as they looked for a leader to effect this change, Hitler's strong personality would certainly have gone a long way to convince them to follow him.
CHALLENGE QUESTION:

Given that Nazi Germany was a totalitarian state, explain why we should be suspicious about the information given in Document 7.

· Totalitarian states do not allow dissent. Although Document 7 is detailing a plebiscite (which theoretically is meant to find out the will of the public), because Hitler had gained dictatorial powers and demanded total control over government affairs, he would not have accepted results from a plebiscite that were anything but fully supportive of him and his regime. So whether or not 89.9 % of the populace actually endorsed Hitler is impossible to discern from the results that were published - we can assume that the published results would show extremely strong support.

· Totalitarian states use terror and secret police to quash dissent and maintain a veneer of public support. Although Document 7 suggests that the Nazis actually received support in the plebiscite from the Jews and the communists, these groups would never have voted for the Nazis unless they were afraid of the repercussions of doing otherwise. Of course to what extent the Jews and communists did actually vote for Hitler is not verified in such an article as this because of the reasons outlined in the first point - the published results of a plebiscite in a totalitarian state are not reliable in the first place. 
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