Unit Two:  Exercise Eight: Hitler and Mussolini

ANSWER KEY

Refer to the Student Workbook p. 17, 49-59, 85-90

	
	ITALY

	GERMANY

	CONDITIONS IN COUNTRY AFTER WWI


	Economy:

Poverty-stricken farmers lived in the South, in the North high unemployment and labour strife


	Economy:

Inflation, then later, Depression

	
	Living Conditions:

Bad working conditions, instability, much violence in the streets


	Living Conditions:

High unemployment

	EARLY LIFE
	Birth date:  1883
	Birth date:  1889



	
	Early Political Association:

Early Socialist


	Early Political Association:

Joined workers’ party

	
	When did Mussolini take on a leadership role?

1919 Fascisti


	When did Hitler take on a leadership role?

1920 NAZI

	STEPS TO POWER


	Name and Date of Attempted Coup:

March on Rome 1922


	Name and Date of Attempted Coup:

Beer Hall Putsch 1923

	
	Description of Coup:

Mussolini threatened the King with 26,000 troops.  The King didn’t sign emergency legislation against Mussolini because he feared a civil war.


	Description of Coup:

Hitler and Ludendorff led this poorly planned “March on Berlin.”  

	
	Was it Successful? Result?

Yes.  Mussolini came to power.


	Was it Successful? Result?

No.  Hitler spent 9 months in jail.

	
	Describe Mussolini’s Results in Elections:

In 1921, before the March on Rome, he gained 35 seats out of 535.


	Describe Hitler’s Results in Elections:

In 1928 the Nazi Party elected 12 members to the Reichstag.  In 1932, they elected 230 members, and then 198 members in the second election.



	
	How did he come to power?

King Emmanuel asked Mussolini to form the government.


	How did he come to power?

Hindenburg appointed Hitler as Chancellor.

	
	Describe the Acerbo Law:

Assured a 2/3 majority for the party with the most votes.

	Describe the Enabling Act:

Gave Hitler emergency powers to pass his own laws without the consent of parliament.

	KEY IDEAS


	· Aggressive nationalism

· Belief in action over thought
· Restore the glories of Rome
· End the chaos in Italian society

	· Ultra nationalism

· Repudiation of the Treaty of Versailles

· Fanatical opposition to communism

· Racial superiority

· Lebensraum (Aryan myth)

· Anti-Semitism

	LEADERSHIP QUALITIES


	· Dynamic public speaker

· Great showman

· Used parades and ritual to captivate his audiences

	· Superior oratory skills

· Studies pictures of himself to perfect his poses 

	TOTALITARIAN STATE


	Restrictions of Freedoms:

· Restrictions of speech and the press

· Banned trade unions

· Murdered internal challengers


	Restrictions of Freedoms:

· Restrictions of speech and the press

· Nuremberg Laws 1933

· Kristallnacht 1938

· Holocaust

	
	Secret Police:

OVRA 1927


	Secret Police:

Gestapo

	
	Relationship With the Church:

Lateran Accords: Mussolini signed an agreement with the Catholics to allow them to be Italy’s official religion, control religious education and control the state of the Vatican.

	Relationship With the Church:

The Church didn’t condemn Hitler, and chose to stay out of politics.

	
	Imperialism- Where? Description?  Successful? 

Ethiopia 1935: Italy invaded Ethiopia, and the Hoare-Laval Plan gave most of Ethiopia to Italy on the condition that Mussolini stops fighting.  Yes, it was a successful conquest.

See the Second World War.

	Imperialism- Where? Description? Successful?

· Occupation of the Rhineland in 1936- Successful

· Annexation of Austria (Anschluss) in 1938- Successful

· Occupation of Czechoslovakia / Sudetenland in 1938 / 39- Successful

· See the Second World War



	DEATH


	Date and Cause of Death:

Shot by partisans and hung upside down in town plaza in April 1945.
	Date and Cause of Death:

Committed suicide on April 30, 1945
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