Mandate System Case Study: The Question of Palestine
Name___________________________      Block_______ Date______________

Refer to the Student Workbook p. 15, 59-60

In 1916, 1917 and 1918, the British made three contradictory promises regarding the future of the territory of Palestine.

A) In 1916, the British signed an agreement with France to divide up the territory of the Ottoman Empire- assuming it would be defeated by the end of WWI.  This agreement was called the Sykes-Picot Agreement.  The territory to be divided included the area of Palestine, and there were no provisions for an independent Jewish or Arab state.

B) In 1917, the British issued the Balfour Declaration, an agreement in principle to create a national homeland for Jewish people.

C) In 1918, the British wrote a series of letters to the Arabs of the region called the McMahon Letters.  In these letters, the British promised “to recognize and support the independence of the Arabs in all the regions…the Arab race shall be given full opportunity of once again forming a nation in the world…no people shall be subject to another…the future government of these regions should be based upon the principle of the consent of the governed…establishment of national governments and administrations deriving their authority from the initiative and free choice of the indigenous populations.”  These promises were made in return for Arab support and assistance in defeating the Ottoman Empire in WWI.

By the end of WWI, the Ottoman Empire was defeated.  The British decided to support the Balfour Declaration because the leaders of the Zionist Organization (extreme Jewish nationalists) promised that they would help to protect the Suez Canal if a homeland was established for them in Palestine.   The British were keenly interested in protecting the Suez Canal, as it was a vital trade route to their most prized colony:  India.  The Arabs felt ultimately betrayed.  

The Jewish homeland in Palestine was to be administered through the League of Nations Mandate System.

1. From Page 15 of your Student Workbook, create a definition of  ‘’Mandatory” (same as “Mandate”)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Judging by the rules set out initially, was the mandate system a success?  Use examples from the Student Workbook (Britain, France, South Africa, Japan).  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     
Refer to the Student Workbook p. 15, 59-60

According to the COVENANT of the LEAGUE of NATIONS 1919- ARTICLE 22 (An Ideal):  

“Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish [Ottoman] Empire have reached a stage of development where their existence as independent nations can be provisionally recognized subject to the rendering of administrative advice and assistance by a Mandatory until such time as they are able to stand alone.  The wishes of these communities must be a principal consideration in the selection of the Mandatory.”

According to the PALESTINIAN MANDATE- July 1922 (Reality):

“Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have also agreed that the Mandatory should be responsible for putting into effect the declaration originally made on November 2nd, 1917, by the Government of His Britannic Majesty, and adopted by the said Powers, in favor of the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people…Whereas recognition has thereby been given to the historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that country…The Mandatory shall have full powers of legislation and of administration.”

3. Given that the population of the territory of Palestine was 95% Arab (NOT Jewish) at the end of WWI, refer to the two excerpts above and determine how the PALESTINIAN MANDATE contradicts some of the terms laid out in ARTICLE 22.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Using examples, explain why the Arabs felt betrayed by the British.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


