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Arrest Detention Police Situations
Note: You will be asked to provide a written submission for one of the following three scenarios on Wednesday, February 17th (though we will be working thru all of these situations during the course of the next two days)
Objectives:
· To explore situations students could find themselves involved in.
· To determine typical procedures for detention and arrest. 
· To explore right and responsibilities of civilians and police officers.
· To prompt thinking about the role of police and civil liberties.
Instructions:
Based on the situation provided below, you will have the rest of this class to investigate:
1. what rights and responsibilities are present for the identified parties;
2. identification of legal and moral issues present;
Situation #1- House Party 
Parties:
· the 16-year old who threw the party
· the 14-18 year olds present
· the parents of the 16 year old who threw the party (owners of the house)
· the attending officers (Victoria Police Department)

Details:
With his parents out of town, a 16-year old invites friends to his house.  He invites 5 people via text.  One of those friends forwarded the text to another friend (unknown to the host), who subsequently posted the open invitation on, you guessed it, Facebook.  It is estimated that 100 14-18 year olds showed up over the course of the evening, coming from Victoria, Oak Bay, Saanich and inexplicably, Sooke.  Youth arrived via cars, bikes, and bus.  All guests, except the designated drivers, were drinking.  They drank both from supplies they brought with them and what they found in the house.  A few guests brought marijuana to share.  The police found the stash, as well as evidence of consuming it.  Knowing the parents were out of town, the neighbours called the police when the party hadn’t broken up by 1:30am.  When the police lights were seen outside, many attendees left through the backyard.  Over ½ of the attendees were left on the property/in the house.  There were no reports of injuries or violence, but there was some damage to walls and broken objects in the house; neighbours reported damage to fences and lawn furniture from departing guests.
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Situation #2- SkyTrain Pull Off/Beach Stop
Parties:
· a 12 year old carrying a bag- beach
· a 17 year old carrying a bag- skytrain
· a 25 year old carrying a bag (has a criminal record)- beach
· the attending officers (Transit Police Service- Skytrain, RCMP- Beach)

Details:

On July 27, the first night of the annual fireworks competition in downtown Vancouver, two different teams of officers are on duty.  There are anticipated to be over 500,000 people converging towards English Bay from approximately 4pm-midnight.  Typically, there are concerns from the West End Resident’s Association about vandalism/damage to yard and lawn furniture and the associated nuisance of increased numbers of people and public drunkenness.  As part of the crowd control strategy, top of mind after the infamous and so-called Stanley Cup Riots 6 weeks before, all police services are focussed on preventing the crowd from getting out of control.  Police are searching for alcohol being transported towards the gathering sites, as well as any evidence of material that could be used to disturb the peace.  Police officers are approaching individuals, including the three identified above, requesting to search their bags and ask them some questions about where they came from, where they are going, and who they are meeting with. 
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Situation #3- Roadside Vehicle Check
Parties:
· the 32-year old driver
· the 40-yeard old passenger
· the attending officer (West Vancouver Police Department)

Details:
At noon, a group of friends gathered at a home in North Vancouver to celebrate the birthday of one of them.  The group started to play baseball at a nearby park from noon-2pm.  After that, everyone went back to the house of the hosts- swimming in the pool, playing cards, having a bbq.  The driver had 3 beers at the baseball game, and probably 2-3 glasses of wine.  She stopped drinking about an hour and a half before she drove home.  The passenger has lost count of drinks consumed and there is no debate: he is not driving home.  The driver feels alert and responsible to drive.  On the way home, at the base of the Lion’s Gate bridge, they come across a roadside vehicle check and are asked to roll down the window to speak to the police officer.

