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Response Journals 
Response Journals will be your ongoing assignment for English.  They are a valuable opportunity for you to practice your written expression and hone your critical thinking skills.  Though spelling and grammar will not “count”, you should embrace the chance to practice good habits and express yourself as clearly as possible – which includes making the effort to use proper spelling and grammar and sentence structure.  

Every day (to start), at the beginning of class, you will be given something to read or watch to respond to.  Most often, you will be given questions to consider to help guide your response – a starting place, if you wish.  You do not need to answer every question in detail  - what is most important is that you demonstrate that you have thoughtfully and carefully considered the topic or issue at hand, and that you can support opinions and arguments with evidence from what you have seen, read, or personal experience.
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Some days, the topics will be fun and silly and therefore your responses will reflect this.  Some days, the topics will be more serious and require a more somber approach.  Most often, you will be allowed to write about anything that inspires you – as long as it demonstrates critical thinking.  However, there will be times that I choose a specific topic to mirror the topics or issues we will be exploring in class, and these will be mandatory.  

You will usually be given 15-20 minutes to write as much as you can – ideally at least a full page single spaced.

You will also be expected to keep a title page at the beginning of the Response Journal section of your binder.  I will provide this for you to start.

For all responses, all of the following information must appear on your page like this:

We will create a rubric together so the expectations for this assignment are clear.  This should also be kept in your Response Journal Section of your binder.
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