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English 11 Writing Response Rubric – 
You will be asked to hand in 5-10 at a time.  I will always give you a couple of days’ notice in case you need to “beef up” your responses before turning them in.

Overall, your responses demonstrated the following levels of effort and engagement:
	Performance 
Dimension
	Needs Improvement

1
	Proficient

2
	Exemplary

3

	Effort

- length

- vocab

- writing habits
	- less than half a page (~less than 200 words)
- simple/basic vocab

- few or no transitions

- very little attention paid to spelling, punctuation, grammar or sentence structure so errors impede meaning
- Messy writing – challenging to read – (type next time!)
	- at least half a page (~200 -250 words)

- some variation of vocab but mostly basic
- some transitions

- some attention paid to

spelling, punctuation,  grammar or sentence structure so sometimes impedes meaning 
- clear writing
	- at least ¾ of a page (~300+ words)

- a varied, interesting vocab with strong, unique and sophisticated language
- excellent use of transitions

- a lot of care and attention paid to spelling, punctuation,  grammar or sentence structure
- clear writing or typed

	Engagement

- on topic?

- Clarity of thought / expression

- Bias?

- Understanding

- Connections
	- off topic a lot or difficult to tell what the topic is!
- Can be scattered

- little to no clear opinion or little to no support with explanation and evidence/facts given

- no or little flow to writing – often repetitive and lacks clarity and depth
- biased – seems closed to alternate points of view and no explanation
- demonstrates little to no understanding of connections to other issues or personal experience
	- veers off topic sometimes
- just a summary – no or little interpretation
- states opinions and supports it with some explanation and evidence/facts
- some parts of writing flow and some do not–some repetition and some clarity and depth
- demonstrates some openness and explanation
- demonstrates some simple or superficial understandings of connections to other issues or personal experience
	- stays on topic  = relevant information 
- states a clear opinion and supported with clear explanation and evidence/facts
writing flows well and very little repetition – easy to follow
- demonstrates openness to more than one side of an issue or argument – well explained
- demonstrates a deep (“reading between the lines”) understanding of connections to other issues or personal experience


