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Name/Date:

Social Studies 11 

The Great Depression
 Focus Questions

· What were the causes of the Great Depression?

· What were the effects of the Great Depression?

· What was the government’s response to the Great Depression?

· How did Canadian social programs evolve?

Questions from Counterpoints Ch. 4 (p.89-p. 117)
Read the testimonial on p. 89. Use five words to describe the Depression on what you have read.

Define the following:

recession

depression

market economy

mixed economy

supply and demand

overproduction

tariffs

protectionism

speculation

Black Tuesday

Causes of the Great Depression
1. What factors contributed to the Depression?

2. Explain how a reduction in consumer spending can result in a slowdown in the economy.

3. Why was the Depression so severe in Canada? 
4. Define “buying on margin”.

5. What assumption was made by people buying and selling on margin?

6. Why were so many people able to invest in the stock market?
Depression Years: Making Ends Meet
7. What part of Canada was hardest hit by the Depression? Explain.
8. What seemed to be the government’s attitude toward people who had lost their jobs? Why do you think this was the case? Do you think this attitude exists today toward the unemployed?

9. Define ‘pogey.’ What did people have to do to qualify for ‘pogey.’ Why do you think people were given vouchers instead of cash?

Responding to the Great Depression
10. What did King believe regarding the Depression. What was his response when desperate Canadians turned to the federal government for help? 

11. Who became Prime Minister in 1930. Name his party. What was his view (at first)

regarding government relief? What was his policy on tariffs? What was his reason for this

policy? Explain why it did more harm than good.

12. List three ways Bennett’s name was used as an object of anger and frustration.

13. What did the government ban in 1931? Explain why.

14. Where were the work camps located? Why? What were the wages? What jobs did they do?

15. What was the purpose of the ON TO OTTAWA TREK?

Counterpoints: How Involved Should the Government Be in the Economy During a

Depression: 

Define the following:
 laissez-faire
welfare state

New Deal

16. State John Maynard Keynes view regarding a government’s role during a depression.

17. What did Roosevelt’s “New Deal” create? 

POLITICS OF PROTEST: 

18. C.C.F. Explain what the letters stand for. When/where was it formed? Who was its leader? State, in one word, its ideology.

19. Name the CCF’s platform and state the three main “planks” of this platform.

20. Who was “Bible Bill” Aberhart? What was Social Credit based on? What conflict did

Aberhart run into when he promised everyone a “basic dividend” of twenty-five dollars?
21. What difficulties did provincial governments encounter in dealing with the problems of the Depression? Give examples from British Columbia and Alberta.
22. Who returned to power in Ottawa in 1935?
Up-Close: Mackenzie and R.B. Bennett (p.112): 

28. How long did Mackenzie King serve as Prime Minister? What does this article state about his “vague manner.”
29. Why did most give little respect to R.B.Bennett? According to the article, what it justified?

30. What disagreement caused tension between the federal and provincial governments?

31. What did the Rowell-Sirois Commission recommend? How did the wealthier provinces

react?

