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Totalitarianism:  Fascism and Communism

Totalitarianism

Totalitarianism is a form of government in which all societal resources are monopolized by the state in an effort to penetrate and control all aspects of public and private life, through the state's use of propaganda, terror, and technology. Totalitarian ideologies reject the existing society as corrupt, immoral, and beyond reform, project an alternative society in which these wrongs are to be redressed, and provide plans and programs for realizing the alternative order. These ideologies, are supported by propaganda campaigns, and demand total conformity on the part of the people.  There are no free elections in Totalitarian regimes;  speaking out against the government is prohibited and dealt with harshly (i.e. jail or death).
Totalitarian forms of organization enforce this demand for conformity. Totalitarian societies are hierarchies dominated by one political party and usually by a single leader. The party penetrates the entire country through regional, provincial, local and "primary" (party-cell) organization. Youth, professional, cultural, and sports groups supplement the party's political control. A paramilitary secret police ensures compliance. Information and ideas are effectively organized through propaganda and the control of television, radio, the press, and education at all levels by the government.   Censorship is necessary for the government to maintain control over the population.
Totalitarian Regime vs. Dictatorship

Totalitarian regimes differ from older concepts of dictatorship or tyranny. Totalitarian regimes seek to establish complete political, social and cultural control, whereas dictatorships seek limited, typically political, control. Two types of totalitarianism can sometimes be distinguished: Nazism and Fascism which evolved from "right-wing" extremism, and Communism, which evolved from "left-wing" extremism. Traditionally, each is supported by different social classes. 
Right-wing totalitarian movements have generally drawn their popular support primarily from middle classes seeking to maintain the economic and social status quo. Left-wing totalitarianism has often developed from working class movements seeking, in theory, to eliminate, not preserve, class distinctions. Right-wing totalitarianism has typically supported and enforced the private ownership of industrial wealth. A distinguishing feature of Communism, by contrast, is the collective ownership of such capital. 
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Totalitarian regimes mobilize and make use of mass political participation, and often are led by charismatic cult figures. Examples of such cult figures in modern history are Mao Tse-tung (China) and Josef Stalin (Soviet Union), who led left-wing regimes, and Adolf Hitler (Germany) and Benito Mussolini (Italy), who led right-wing regimes. 

Right-wing totalitarian regimes (particularly the Nazis) have arisen in relatively advanced societies, relying on the support of traditional economic elites to attain power. In contrast, left-wing totalitarian regimes have arisen in relatively undeveloped countries through the unleashing of revolutionary violence and terror. Such violence and terror are also the primary tools of right-wing totalitarian regimes to maintain compliance with authority. 
Ideologies – Key Values

	“LEFT-WING”
	“RIGHT-WING”

	Kind of Change Wanted - New
	Kind of Change Wanted - Old

	· Look to future – new ideas

· Far left – want immediate change by overthrowing the present system (communism); middle-left want changes within the present system (want “status quo” to change, but within  the present system of government) (liberal)
	· Look to past – traditional, “tested” ideas

· Far right - immediate change by overthrowing the present system (fascism);  middle-right want slow changes within the present system, or none at all (generally happy with “status quo” – the way things are) (conservatism)

	Priority:  Human Rights
	Priority:  Property Rights

	· right to life, liberty, freedom of press, speech, religion, habeas corpus

· property rights are secondary to human rights (social rights) ( liberals support capitalism with some government restrictions)

· “Fair Trade” in international trade
	· most important right:  that a person may accumulate and use property (wealth) without restriction (government interference)

· property rights dominate all others ( support free market capitalism – no / little government interference)

· “Free Trade” in international trade

	Most People are basically rational Rationalism (“Nurture”)
	Most People are basically irrational

Irrationalism (“Nature”)

	· fundamental faith in ability of individuals to use reason for development of humanity

· people can change – rehabilitation is possible;  people deserve a second chance if they earn it
	· mistrust human abilities to solve issues through the use of human reason except for a small elite
· look to elements beyond human control – authority, law, religion to solve issues

· people cannot change – they are born “bad” or “good” – punishment is necessary (An “eye for an eye”)

	Egalitarianism
	Elitism

	· government should promote and ensure essential equality among people 
· efforts should be made to level society and reduce inequalities between “haves” and “have- nots”

· economic egalitarianism:  distribution of wealth by government is necessary (ranges from some (liberal) to all (communism); taxes on wealthy are higher because they can afford it
· tax money used to provide social programs to help those less fortunate
· political egalitarianism:  democracy (far left – communism – the people are the government)
	· belief that there are great differences in human ability are natural – as a result people are not equal and the government does not try to change this
· the “cream rises to the top” – those with wealth and power have better abilities to do things like govern the country and should make decisions that are in the best interests of the rest of the population
· economic egalitarianism:   people are responsible for looking after themselves – if they fall on hard times it is their own fault;  if they do well, they can keep the wealth for themselves;  taxes on wealthy are discouraged because it could hinder economic growth
· conservatives believe in political democracy (run by elite), fascists believe in totalitarianism (elite rule with no elections)

	(Personal) Liberty in Moral Issues
	Authoritarianism in Moral Issues

	· political freedom – freedom from government oppression & tyranny

· personal freedom – to act in accordance with one’s own wishes about private matters & morality;  no government interference (laws) 
	· favour subjection to authority as opposed to individual freedom

· believe it is the government’s job to decide what is best  for its citizens re: private matters & morality and create laws to “protect” society

	Internationalism 
	Nationalism

	· national boundaries are artificial and unnecessary divisions, setting people against one another

· mutual understanding and cooperation among people will advance humanity
	· devotion to one’s own nation and people and its political / economic / social aspirations 1st
· humanity is best served by independent, rather than cooperative, action (protectionism)
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